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Communicating with 
Your Child’s Teachers 
 
Frequently, when a new client reaches out to us for 
support, they express significant concern about their 
child’s level of progress and are frustrated that they 
were not aware of problems sooner. Often, a 
breakdown in communication between the parent and 
school has occurred for a number of reasons;  
 
1. Quality of reporting varies between teachers/

schools. Whilst some reports provide notes 
about what a student can’t do, others are less 
detailed. The elimination of ranking systems now 
makes comparing individual students against 
their peer group more difficult. 

2. Communication in education is strengths-
based. What a student can do is emphasized 
over what they can’t, so student weaknesses may 
be minimized in the eyes of the parent. 

3. Children who blend in can be labelled as 
“doing fine”. If your child is well-behaved or too 
shy to ask for help, it might be assumed that they 
understand their work.   

4. The point of reference varies between 
classrooms and schools. An average student in 
an underperforming school or classroom may be 
labelled as “doing fine”, when they are actually 
underperforming. 

 
What can you do? Take a proactive approach to 
communication by speaking with teachers regularly to 
ask the right questions; What areas could my child 
work on? Can we have homework? Which resources 
can I purchase to use at home? Can I see work 
samples?  Can you provide a Scope and Sequence? 
What additional support is available in school? E.g. 
special programs, teacher’s aides, differentiation, 
counselor's referral for assessment.  
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 ► ► NEW IN TERM 2 ► ► 

 This year we are looking for Times Tables 

Rock Stars! To encourage our students to 

build stronger foundations in maths, we are 

running a new competition.  

The student who achieves the highest per-

centage improvement in their times tables 

speed, will earn 2 free movie tickets. Chil-

dren who practise frequently at home will 

have a better chance of  winning.  

Congratulations to our winner for Term 4.  

Apurv P. improved his starting score by  

37%! 

Diagnostic Assessments 
 

 As you are aware, Griffith Tutoring Centre assesses all 
new enrolments using standardised diagnostic assessments. 
Our intake assessments allow us to provide parents and 
carers with important information about the strengths and 
weaknesses of their children, which aids in making decisions 
about whether or not to engage the services of a tutor. This 
testing also provides guidance to our tutors when designing 
lessons for their students. Every six months, these assess-
ments are repeated and the results communicated to par-
ents as part of our semesterly progress reports.  
 
 Until recently, our diagnostic assessments had been lim-
ited to specific areas; spelling, word reading, comprehension 
and mathematics. In most cases, the information provided 
by these tests has lead to noticeable student improvement 
but on occasion, we have met students who did not progress 
as expected. For this reason, we have started investigating 
additional methods of testing.  
 
 Earlier this year, Lauren worked to develop in-house 
writing assessment tools for Years 1-6. A select number of 
students have successfully undertaken these assessments 
since then, with  further testing to occur as the year pro-
gresses. Similarly, GTC is in the process of investigating more 
detailed methods of assessing spelling and comprehension.  
Our Mathematics Tutor, Jasmeet, has also been busy revis-
ing our end of grade assessments for maths. Previously, GTC 
had the capacity to conduct  intake assessments for primary-
aged students only. Now, our K-12  Maths tests allow us to 
identify topics of weakness for students of all ages.  
 
If you remain concerned about the progress of your child in a 
specific area, ask how our new diagnostic tests may help.  
 

This term our raffle prize for a 

Positive Attitude and Hard Work 

goes to  

Brodie Ford! 



CHALKBOARD continued…. 

TEACHER FEATURES 
KELLY— GENERALIST/HSIE 
TUTOR 
Kelly joined our tuition team at 
the beginning of Term 1. She 
brings with her over 7 years 
experience teaching HSIE at a 
local high school. Kelly has a 
Bachelor of Business (Human 
Resource Management & 
Industrial Relations) and 
a Masters of Teaching 
(Secondary). Most importantly, 
she is passionate about helping 
students to achieve their full 
potential through building 
positive learning relationships.  
 
FABIENNE — PRIMARY 
TUTOR 
Our newest member of staff is 
already proving popular with 
our younger learners! In 2018, 
Fabienne graduated with a 
Bachelor of Education (Early 
Childhood/Primary) and is 
currently keeping herself busy 
by studying a Masters of 
Education (Digital Technology) 
and working at a local primary 
school.   
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► ► ►  CHANGES IN TERM 2  ► ► ► 

In 2022, students who   

display a strong work ethic 

and a positive attitude to 

learning during their   

weekly session, will enter 

the draw to win an end of 

year prize.  

RETURNING for 

TERM 2, 2022? 

* * * 

If you intend to return next 

term, letting us know ASAP 

will ensure your preferred 

tutor and timeslot. 
 

Invoices will be emailed to 

all pay-per-term clients dur-

ing the holidays, with ac-

counts due by Friday 6th 

May.  

Dani will be returning 

from maternity leave in a 

part-time teaching ca-

pacity! She has missed 

working with all of her 

amazing students and is 

looking forward to get-

ting busy again.  

 

GTC staff and students 

would like to extend a 

huge congratulations 

to our much-loved and 

longest-standing staff 

member, Caitlin, who 

will be taking a break 

from teaching in Term 2 to welcome an-

other future GTC student into the world. 

We can’t wait to meet her little one and 

look forward to having Caitlin back on 

board when she is ready.  

 

All of Caitlin’s returning clients will be con-

tacted during the school holidays to dis-

cuss alternative scheduling arrangements.  

 

CAN’T MAKE YOUR 
SCHEDULED LESSON? 

* * * * * 
SMS/Call us beforehand on  

0474 328 911  
to arrange a catch up!  

 

(2x catch up sessions per student per term) 

PICK UP / DROP OFF TIMES 
 

Please BE ONE TIME to your sessions. 
During opening hours, all of our staff 

are teaching and are unable to be 
responsible for the supervision of 
children outside of their scheduled 

booking times. 

REMINDER:  
 

* * * * * 
Our office does not have 

private bathroom facilities.  
Toileting your child prior to 
their session ensures that 

we can supervise all  
children adequately. 


